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From: [Redacted]@lemac.co.uk
Sent: 16 March 2018 16:14 
To: Permanent Secretary 
Subject: FAO Leslie Evans - addressee only - Private and Confidential - legally privileged 
Importance: High 

Dear Ms Evans, 

I enclose a letter on behalf of my client. I do not intend to post the original given the confidentiality 
involved, but if you want it delivered, I can arrange that. I would hope that the email copy is 
sufficient. You will see that I have signed it. It should be treated as highly confidential and legally 
privileged.   

I look forward to hearing from you substantively in due course on the issues raised in the letter and 
should also be grateful if you would acknowledge safe receipt in the first instance.  

Yours sincerely, 

[Redacted]
Levy & McRae Solicitors LLP 
Pacific House 
70 Wellington Street 
Glasgow G2 6UA 
www.lemac.co.uk 

Mobile: [Redacted]
DD: [Redacted]
Tel: [Redacted]
Fax: [Redacted] 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential and is for the use of the addressee 
only. Some or all of the information may be legally privileged. Any disclosure, use or copying of the 
information in this email other than by the intended recipient, is prohibited and would be a breach of 
confidentiality. If you have received this email in error, please notify the author by replying to this 
email or telephoning 0141 307 2311. Levy & McRae has taken all reasonable precautions to ensure 
that any email attachments have been swept for viruses. Accordingly, no liability is accepted for any 
damage caused as a result of a virus. Please ensure that you carry out appropriate virus checks 
before opening any attachments. Unless related to the business of the firm, the opinions expressed 
within this email are the opinions of the sender and do not necessarily constitute those of Levy & 
McRae. Levy & McRae is the trading name of Levy & McRae Solicitors LLP, a limited liability 
partnership registered in Scotland with number SO305445. A list of members is open to inspection at 
our office. Our email system is subject to random recording and monitoring by us.  

______________________________________________________________________ 
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For more information please visit http://www.symanteccloud.com 
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This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email Security.cloud service. 

For more information please visit http://www.symanteccloud.com 
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***************************************************************************
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This email has been received from an external party and has been swept for the presence of 

computer viruses. 

***************************************************************************
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**********************************************************************  

This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for the 

attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or distribution of 

any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended recipient please destroy the 

email, remove any copies from your system and inform the sender immediately by return. 

Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in order to 

secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. The views or 

opinions contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect those of the Scottish 

Government. 

Tha am post-d seo (agus faidhle neo ceanglan còmhla ris) dhan neach neo luchd-ainmichte a-

mhàin. Chan eil e ceadaichte a chleachdadh ann an dòigh sam bith, a’ toirt a-steach 

còraichean, foillseachadh neo sgaoileadh, gun chead. Ma ’s e is gun d’fhuair sibh seo gun 

fhiosd’, bu choir cur às dhan phost-d agus lethbhreac sam bith air an t-siostam agaibh agus 

fios a leigeil chun neach a sgaoil am post-d gun dàil. 

Dh’fhaodadh gum bi teachdaireachd sam bith bho Riaghaltas na h-Alba air a chlàradh neo air 

a sgrùdadh airson dearbhadh gu bheil an siostam ag obair gu h-èifeachdach neo airson 

adhbhar laghail eile. Dh’fhaodadh nach  eil beachdan anns a’ phost-d seo co-ionann ri 

beachdan Riaghaltas na h-Alba.  

********************************************************************** 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential and is for the use of the addressee 
only. Some or all of the information may be legally privileged. Any disclosure, use or copying of the 
information in this email other than by the intended recipient, is prohibited and would be a breach of 
confidentiality. If you have received this email in error, please notify the author by replying to this 
email or telephoning 0141 307 2311. Levy & McRae has taken all reasonable precautions to ensure 
that any email attachments have been swept for viruses. Accordingly, no liability is accepted for any 
damage caused as a result of a virus. Please ensure that you carry out appropriate virus checks 
before opening any attachments. Unless related to the business of the firm, the opinions expressed 
within this email are the opinions of the sender and do not necessarily constitute those of Levy & 
McRae. Levy & McRae is the trading name of Levy & McRae Solicitors LLP, a limited liability 
partnership registered in Scotland with number SO305445. A list of members is open to inspection at 
our office. Our email system is subject to random recording and monitoring by us.  
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LEVY&MCRAE 

16 March 2018 

Our Reference: [Redacted]
Your Reference: 

Legally Privileged 
Strictly Private & Confidential - Addressee Only 
FAO: Leslie Evans 
Permanent Secretary 
Scottish Government 
St Andrew's House 
Regent Road 
Edinburgh 
EH13DG 

Dear Ms Evans 

Pacific House, 
70 Wellington Street, 

Glasgow, 
G2 6UA 

T 0141 307 2311
F 0141 307 6857 

DX GW 149 Glasgow 

www.lemac.co.uk 

[Redacted]@lemac.co.uk
Direct Dial: [Redacted]

We have been instructed by Alex Salmond, who has received your letter of 7th March 2018. You will understand 
that Mr Salmond is taking legal advice on this matter and will require reasonable time to engage properly with this 
process, which he is keen to do. 

We have advised Mr Salmond that he will require to consult Counsel. Mr Salmond will, therefore, respond when 
he is in a position to do so. 

We note your assurance of confidentiality. We would, however, welcome your immediate confirmation that such 
confidentiality extends to the entirety of this process including, but not limited to, all correspondence, the conduct 
and content of the investigative process and any conclusions reached or recommendations made. 

We would seek explicit confirmation that no aspect of the investigation, or even the fact of an investigation taking 
place, will be released under the Freedom of Information regime. 

We would ask for explicit confirmation that at no stage now, or in the future, will any aspect of this investigation be 
made public. 

We would further seek assurance that no public comment from any member of the Scottish Government, whether 
civil servant or Ministerial, will be made now or in the future, on the existence of this investigation or any part of the 
content, evidence, recommendations or conclusions arising. 

We would further ask that Mr Salmond's name be removed from all existing papers relating to this matter and 
anonymised. We would ask for your assurance that all future papers will be similarly anonymised. 
Without Prejudice 

Yours sincerely 

Levy & McRae is a trading name of Levy & McRae Solicitors LLP, a Limited Liability Partnership, registered in Scotland with Registered No 50305445  It is authorised and regulated by The Law 
Society of Scotland. A list of the members and their professional qualifications is open to inspection at the registered office, Pacific House, 70 Wellington Street, Glasgow, G2 6UA. We use the 
word partner of Levy & McRae Solicitors LLP to refer to a member, an employee or a consultant with equivalent standing and qualifications. 

www.leagalnetlink.net ASSOCIATED OFFICES WORLDWIDE 

[Redacted]

[Redacted]
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I enclose a letter on behalf of my client. I do not intend to post the original given the confidentiality 
involved, but if you want it delivered, I can arrange that. I would hope that the email copy is 
sufficient. You will see that I have signed it. It should be treated as highly confidential and legally 
privileged. 

I look forward to hearing from you substantively in due course on the issues raised in the letter and 
should also be grateful if you would acknowledge safe receipt in the first instance. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Redacted]
Levy & McRae Solicitors LLP 
Pacific House 
70 Wellington Street 
Glasgow G2 6UA 
www.lemac.co.uk 
Mobile: [Redacted] 
DD: (Redacted) 
Tel: (Redacted] 

Fax: (Redacted] 

LEVY&M.SRAE 

IMPORT .ANT NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential and is for the use of the addressee 
only. Some or all of the information may be legally privileged. My disclosure, use or copying of the 
information in this email other than by the intended recipient, is prohibited and would be a breach of 
confidentiality. If you have received this email in error, please notify the author by replying to this email or 
telephoning 0141 307 2311. Levy & McRae has taken all reasonable precautions to ensure that any email 
attachments have been swept for viruses. Accordingly, no liability is accepted for any damage caused as a 
result of a virus. Please ensure that you carry out appropriate virus checks before opening any 
attachments. Unless related to the business of the firm, the opinions expressed within this email are the 
opinions of the sender and do not necessarily constitute those of Levy & McRae. Levy & McRae is the 
trading name of Levy & McRae Solicitors LLP, a linited liability partnership registered in Scotland with 
nurrber 80305445. A list of mermers is open to inspection at our office. Our email system is subject to 
random recording and nnnitoring by us. 
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Attachment 

Permanent Secretary 

Leslie Evans 

T: [Redacted] 
E: [Redacted]@gov.scot 

Strictly Private and Confidential - Addressee Only 
[Redacted] 
Levy & McRae 
Pacific House 
70 Wellington Street 
Glasgow 
G26UA 

By email [Redacted] 

Your ref: [Redacted] 

20 March 2018 

Dear [Redacted] 

Scottish Government 
Riaghaltas na h-Alba 
gov.scot 

Thank you for your letter of 16 March. I am prepared to extend the date for responding to 
the Investigating Officer on the points in my letter of 7 March for a further two weeks to 4 
April. My letter invited Mr Salmond to provide a statement setting out his recollection of 
events to add to the record and to supply names of any witnesses from whom he would 
request us to take statements. 

If the Investigating Officer does not hear from your client by 4 April she will assume that he 
does not wish to co-operate with the process and will move to the next stage, investigating 
matters as far as possible without his involvement. 

On the further points in your letter, I would re-iterate that we are handling this process with 
the utmost care and commitment tp confidentiality. I can give no further confirmation or 
assurance other than to note that the Scottish Government will comply with its legal 
obligations to Mr Salmond and others involved in the investigation, including under Freedom 
of Information and Data Protection Jegislation. 

Yours sincerely 

[Redacted] 

Leslie Evans 
Permanent Secretary 

sconish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent secretary are covered 
by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See www.lobbying scot 

St Andrew's House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EHl 3DG 
www.gov.scot 
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30 March 2018 

Our Reference
Your Reference: 

Dear Ms Evans, 

Thank you for your letter of 20th March 2018. 

We have now had the benefit of a brief consultation with Senior Counsel. He has advised us that it is 
simply unrealistic to expect a proper response of the sort envisaged in the Procedure within the time 
limit which has been imposed. 

We note that the formal investigation was commenced on 17 January 2018 some seven weeks before 
your letter of 7th March intimating the complaint. Presumably the complaints were received before 
that date. We are being offered a much shorter period to respond starting from scratch. We do not 
have the access to the witnesses and documents which are readily available to the Investigating 
Officer. 

The complaints set out in Annex B of your letter of 7th March are numerous, detailed and complex 
and cover a wide period of time going back several years. The allegations in paragraphs J and K are 
particularly problematic. Each of them is said to involve “numerous occasions.” They are attributed to 
unidentified "witnesses" and they contain little or no specification of the persons involved or the times 
or places of the alleged incidents. All this makes the formulation of a proper response much more 
difficult and time consuming. 

In order to make a proper response and to present our client's position in relation to these allegations 
we will need to consider inter alia: which witnesses might have to be interviewed and what those 
interviews should cover; whether to request interviews of the named complainers and, if so, what we 
would need to ask them; the extent to which we require access to the wide range of potentially 
relevant documents in relation to each of the allegations.  

Only then will we be in a position to formulate a substantive response. 

We would note that the existing time limit is even more unrealistic given the fact that we are now 
entering the Easter holidays. Also, our client is out of the country at present on a pre-arranged 
engagement. 

We would accordingly ask that the period for formulating a response be extended by a further 8 
weeks. Within that period we might be able to respond to some of the allegations in whole or in part 
depending on how well our investigations can be expedited. That will depend on some matters 
outwith our control, the willingness of witnesses to provide information or statements for example. 
For our part we will do what we can as speedily and efficiently as possible. 

Yours faithfully, 

Levy & McRae Solicitors LLP SP
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telephoning 0141 307 2311. Levy & McRae has taken all reasonable precautions to ensure that any m
attachments have been swept for viruses. Accordingly, no liability is accepted for any damage caused as a
result of a virus. Please ensure that you carry out appropriate virus checks before opening any
attachments. Unless related to the business of the firm, the opinions expressed within this email are the
opinions of the sender and do not necessarily constitute those of Levy & McRae. Levy & McRae is the
trading name of Levy & McRae Solicitors LLP, a limited liability partnership registered in Scotland with
number SO305445. A list of members is open to inspection at our office. Our email system is subject to
random recording and monitoring by us.
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For more information please visit http://www.symanteccloud.com
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From: 
Sent: 04 April 2018 16:07 
To: '
Subject: Private & confidential 

Dear 

Thank you for your letter of 30 March.  I attach a response from the Permanent Secretary. 

I’d be grateful if you would acknowledge receipt. 

Yours sincerely 

[Redacted]
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McRae. Levy & McRae is the trading name of Levy & McRae Solicitors LLP, a limited liability 
partnership registered in Scotland with number SO305445. A list of members is open to inspection at 
our office. Our email system is subject to random recording and monitoring by us.  
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This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email Security.cloud service.
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Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered 
by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot

St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh  EH1 3DG 
www.gov.scot   

Permanent Secretary 
Leslie Evans 

T: 

E: @gov.scot

Strictly Private and Confidential – Addressee only 

Levy and McRae 
Pacific House  
70 Wellington Street 
GLASGOW  
G2 6UA  

___ 

4 April 2018 

Dear 

Thank you for your letter of 30 March.

I have considered your points carefully.  Your client has been invited in accordance with the 
Scottish Government’s Procedure to make a statement setting out his recollection of events; 
specifically in relation to the causes of concern listed in Annex B of my letter of 7 March.   

I see no reason why your client should not be in a position to respond substantively by 
now.   However in the circumstances I am prepared to extend the deadline for a further three 
weeks to Wednesday 25, April.   If no substantive response has been received by then I will 
move on to the next stage of the Procedure set out in my letter of 7 March.   

It is not my intention to allow access to Scottish Government staff or documents – nor that 
you or your client should contact members of staff directly.  However, as my letter of 7 March 
made clear, your client has the opportunity, should he wish, to suggest the names of any 
potential witnesses that he would like the Investigating Officer to include in the process.   

Yours sincerely 

Leslie Evans

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redact

[Redacted]
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From: 
Sent: Wednesday, 4 April 2018 16:06
To: 

Subject: Private & confidential 
Dear 

Thank you for your letter of 30 March.  I attach a response from the Permanent Secretary. 

I�d be grateful if you would acknowledge receipt. 

Yours sincerely 

From: @lemac.co.uk]
Sent: 30 March 2018 18:01 
To: 
Subject: Private & confidential 

Dear 

I enclose a password protected letter only for the attention of Leslie Evans. Thank you again for 
assuring me on confidentiality of this and that you will not read the letter nor will anyone else 
be given access to it.  

Can you please ensure that this is passed on only to her, as previously discussed, along with the 
password, which I shall send separately to your mobile? 

She can reply using the same password or can call me on my mobile. 

The request in the letter is fairly urgent although I appreciate she may not be able to get back to 
you until early next week. 

Thanks - received.

We will be back in touch. Thank you for your help last week. 

Best wishes 

Sent from my BlackBerry 10 smartphone on the O2 network. 
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Yours sincerely, 

Levy & McRae Solicitors LLP
Pacific House
70 Wellington Street Glasgow 
G2 6UA
www.lemac.co.uk

IMPORTANT NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential and is for the use of the addressee 
only. Some or all of the information may be legally privileged. Any disclosure, use or copying of the 
information in this email other than by the intended recipient, is prohibited and would be a breach of 
confidentiality. If you have received this email in error, please notify the author by replying to this 
email or telephoning 0141 307 2311. Levy & McRae has taken all reasonable precautions to ensure 
that any email attachments have been swept for viruses. Accordingly, no liability is accepted for any 
damage caused as a result of a virus. Please ensure that you carry out appropriate virus checks 
before opening any attachments. Unless related to the business of the firm, the opinions expressed 
within this email are the opinions of the sender and do not necessarily constitute those of Levy & 
McRae. Levy & McRae is the trading name of Levy & McRae Solicitors LLP, a limited liability 
partnership registered in Scotland with number SO305445. A list of members is open to inspection at 
our office. Our email system is subject to random recording and monitoring by us.  
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***************************************************************************
***************** 
**********************************************************************
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for the 
attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or distribution of 
any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended recipient please destroy the 
email, remove any copies from your system and inform the sender immediately by return.
Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in order to 
secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. The views or 
opinions contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect those of the Scottish 
Government.
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document which had the effect of diverting it into the personal message alert part of our IT system 
which I’ve now retrieved – I have copied the text of the letter as attached.    

The letter makes the case for an additional 8 weeks to make a substantive response to Perm Sec’s 
letter of 7 March.   

I’ve made Perm Sec aware of the letter.  We are due to speak to her on Tuesday at 4.30 – grateful if 
you could consider with Nicky and  what our response should be – I’ll tell Perm Sec that 
I’ve asked for initial advice in time for our Tuesday pm call.    

I’ll call on Tuesday morning to discuss.  

Thanks 
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Dear Ms Evans, 

Thank you for your letter of 20th March 2018. 

We have now had the benefit of a brief consultation with Senior Counsel. He has advised us that it is 
simply unrealistic to expect a proper response of the sort envisaged in the Procedure within the time 
limit which has been imposed. 

We note that the formal investigation was commenced on 17 January 2018 some seven weeks 
before your letter of 7th March intimating the complaint. Presumably the complaints were received 
before that date. We are being offered a much shorter period to respond starting from scratch. We 
do not have the access to the witnesses and documents which are readily available to the 
Investigating Officer. 

The complaints set out in Annex B of your letter of 7th March are numerous, detailed and complex 
and cover a wide period of time going back several years. The allegations in paragraphs J and K are 
particularly problematic. Each of them is said to involve “numerous occasions.” They are attributed 
to unidentified "witnesses" and they contain little or no specification of the persons involved or the 
times or places of the alleged incidents. All this makes the formulation of a proper response much 
more difficult and time consuming. 

In order to make a proper response and to present our client's position in relation to these 
allegations we will need to consider inter alia: which witnesses might have to be interviewed and 
what those interviews should cover; whether to request interviews of the named complainers and, if 
so, what we would need to ask them; the extent to which we require access to the wide range of 
potentially relevant documents in relation to each of the allegations.  

Only then will we be in a position to formulate a substantive response. 

We would note that the existing time limit is even more unrealistic given the fact that we are now 
entering the Easter holidays. Also, our client is out of the country at present on a pre-arranged 
engagement. 

We would accordingly ask that the period for formulating a response be extended by a further 8 
weeks. Within that period we might be able to respond to some of the allegations in whole or in part 
depending on how well our investigations can be expedited. That will depend on some matters 
outwith our control, the willingness of witnesses to provide information or statements for example. 
For our part we will do what we can as speedily and efficiently as possible. 

Yours faithfully, 

Partner 
Levy & McRae Solicitors LLP 
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